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REMARKS 

1 " : 1 ri r r*"i 1 4 o urr e n rJ y appear s i n t h i s a pp 1 i cation. The? 
(if f'ice Action o f September 1.3, 2002, has been carefully 
s t u d led. Thes e claim:? define n o ve 1 and u no b v ious s ub j e c t 
matter under Sections 102 and 103- of 35 U.S.C. , and therefore 
should be allowed. Applicants respectfully request favorable 
reconsioeration, entry of the present, amendment, and formal 
allowance of the claims. 
Claim Objections 

Claim 11 is objected to because of the language "a 
p o ten t i a 1 d o n o r s . " 

claim 11 has been cancelled and new claim 14 written 
t o 1 n c 1 u Li e t h e 1 imi t. a t. i o n s o f c 1 a l m 11 in claim 12. The 
ob ] ec ted-t o language has been omitted from new claim 14. 
Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 

Claims 11-13 are rejected under 33 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for far ling to 
particularly point out a no distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

This reject; ion is respectfully traversed. Claim 14 
is the only claim remaining in the application, and claim 14 
has been writ. t. en to recite tnat, if (a), (o), or (c) is 
p"Sit. ive, concluding that the donor or potential do nor is a 
carrier of HT1V-I or HTLV-II . This concluding step is a 
posit ive step . 
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Art Rejections 



(t 1 a rns 11 arid 13 are rejected under 35 U.:i.c:. 102(b) 
as being ant.i cipated by Zucker-Franklm e t al. (The Lancet 
349, 99 9, 1 9 97 ) . 

This rejection is respectfully traversed. Claims 11 
and 12 have been cancelled by the present amendment, rendering 
this rejection moot:. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner notes than no references were found 
teaching or suggesting claim 12, but claim 12 is objected to 
as being dependent upon rejected claim 11. 

Claim 12 has been cancelled in favor of new claim 
14, which new :;la.lm includes all of the limitations of claim 
12 in a n i nd e p e n d e n t :1a i m . 

1 n vie w of t: h e ab c > ve , it is respectfully s ubmi 1 1 e d 
that the claims are now in condition for allowance, and 
f a vo rable action thereon is earnestly solicited. 
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